
McBride Lool$ To The Past
F'or The Future

By Carla Wiltshire,
SeniorSource Editorial Corresoondent

lgy Strayer McBride is on his way to
teach a class about the ancestry and

descent of American presidents at
the Worthington Senior Clenter.

En route, he picks up information fbr the
Clintonville Historical Society and delivers
solne books about genealogy for elementary
str-rdents. courtesy of the Franklin Counfy
Genealogical Society.

This is just a typical day fbr the 69-year-old
McBride. who has been a Clintonville resident
since 1979.

His turn to "give back something" ofticially
began with his July I , 1994 retirement from
Equifax Corporation after 33 years of insurance
claim investigation and supervisory m:rnagement
and sales positions.

McBnde gives back by bringing his passion
alive for others as vice president and program
chairman of the Clintonville Historical Society
and as president of the Franklin County
Genealogical Society. He also leads genealogy
groups at the Barber Roselea Senior Center and
the Worthrngton Senior Center and takes shrdents
on genealogy research tnps. He has founded and
works with genealogy programs at several other
centers throughout Central Ohio as well.

"My grandfather sparked my interest in
history," explains McBride. "I used to sit with
him after my paper route."
(continued on next page)

Alg1, anclAnnelies enjrry the San Francisco Btty
view on one oJ.their many trips to that cig.

Top ,llg,Stra"ver McBride w,as u memher of
the Lrnitecl States Air Force. He setted in
Enrope during the Kc,trean Wtr.
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McBride's grandfather was
bedndden due to hearl prob-
lems. His grandson inherited
that unforlunate trait. but
remains active thanks to bypass
surgery in 1989.

McBnde "did lots of
genealogy research" following
fwo back sr,rryeries and subsc-
quent rehabilitation in 1994.
This led to the tbrmation of the
genealogy outreach program at
Barber Roselea in 1996. Hc
was elected president of the
Barbcr Roselea Senior Cor-rncil
in 1998.

"l like to start or-rt at the
top," hc laughs.

Sandy Puet, Barber
Roselca ccntcr director. believes
'Algy McBride is a definite go-
gcttcr. He loves to sharc his

"The other
students Ltsed to say,
'the 

fttngus is among
us'when I walked
in the classroom,"
laughs McBricle.

knowledge with others."
McBridc's first experience

with knowledge began in first
grade in the city of Bellefontaine.

"My teacher tried to tell
me my namc was Algy, br-rt
everyone called me 'BLrb,"'

he says. According to him, the
teacher told him to think erbor-rt
his name and he dccided to go
by Jimmy. That's when

McBride was paddled.
CompLications with his

name continued into llgh school.
"The other students used

to say. -the fungus is amonq
us'when I walked in the class-
room," laughs McBride. One
positive is sharing the name
with his father and another
relative. Cousin Algie McBride
was a professional baseball
player with Chicago in 1896
and Cincinnati lrom 1898 to
1901. His batting average, lrom
a 403-game career, is .292.

McBride fbllowed his
early education with threc
years of  e lectronics t ra in ing
with the Air Force in Er,rrope
dunng the Korean War.

"l 'm one year short of my
degree," he explains, "l didn't
' love' electronics."

Foliowing his tour of duty
and sr-rbsecluent employment
with EqLrifax. McBridc mar-
ried Annelies in 1967. One
hobby they share is v is i t ing
their fbur children -- Lisa
Anne in San Francisco, Heidi
in Chicago, Patrick in Des
Moines and Carol in
Evansvi l lc .  Indiana.

Between his travels,
McBride coordinates World
War II programs with the
Genealogical Society, arrang-
ing speakcrs for speeches and
the media, and tapin_q the
experiences of veterans at thc
Gillie Center on Morsc Road.

Copies of the tapes are pre-
served by the Motts Military
Museum in Groveport and by
the Genealogical Sociery.

"We need to do this fbr
fufr-rre generations," says
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large -- 3,000 -- he donated
400 to the Barber Roselea
library.

Even with all the activitv
this past nominee for the Ohio
Senior Hall of Fame can sti1l
plan for the fr-rturre.

"ln my next life I'm com-
ing back as a history teacher"
he laughs. I

Do you know someone that
would like to be featured in an

upcoming issue of SeniorSource?
Contact: Jil l  Carroll

SeniorSource Magazine
3909 McKinley Avenue,
Fort Myers, FL 33901

seniorsource@aol.com
800-358-8048

ALg:, $' the Koreun Llirr lVlontLment
in Lltuhington, D.C., is curcentl.t'
re co rtling experit't'Lc es oJ man v"
I,VI4/Il veterans on t'ideotane.

McBnde. "These veterans arc

dying at a rate of thousands
pcr day and we're losing this
infbrmation."

Talking of these soldiers
rerninds McBnde of the
United States' f ight against
terrorism.

"Most of these veterans
want us to take action. I wish
I could go," he says.

McBndc is also activc in
Civil War roundtables, tlre
American Legion Post 82 in
north Columbus. the Coh"rmbus
For,rndation's Clintonvil le Fund
antl as the scnior rcpresentative
for the Clintonville Chamber of
Commerce.

"He believes in the
Clintonville community and is
dedicated tc' helping," says
Puet. "He assists with the
annual Fourlh of July break-
fast held at the Park of Roses.
[{e arranges fbr thc display of
colors and performers."

McBride also tries to read
and relax -- at 5 a.m. His col-
lection of books became so
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E,XERCISE IN'FR'EEDOM.
EVERY DAY.. 15 AN

F RUn your own life.
I t  starls with choosing a spaciotrs apartment

honre that you clecorale t() your personarl
' t i"  style. You also have your choice ot,rr

jP virtr-ral ly unlinri ted social, rccrcational
"_*4 

.  and cr lucat ional  oppor tuni t ics .  Do as
nruch or as I i t t le as v()Ll nlease .

WAlk away from chores.
, , 3  ( ) t t r  a r r t ) r n n t ( ) d . t l i r r g  s t a l l  h . l t t l l t ' s
ff;' tl,. housckeeping, ctloking, home

maintenance and larvn care so you
,  have rnorc t i rne to cnjoy the people,
:  l l laccs and pLrrsui ts ) i ( )Lr lovc. Our
abund.rnt amenities r-nakc it easy to fil l
each day with fr iendstr ip and fun.

Skip rhe worries.
Or-rr life-care approach givcs yrru freedom
from r,vrlrries about your futurc. You'll l-rar,'e
reace of rnind from unlimitcd access to apeace ol lnurcl lrom unLlmrted access to a

full continr,rum of care in our professionally
rffi staffed, on-site Health Center and assisted living

residerrce, Riclgewood. Call (6f4) 890-8282 tr>

ffi_,- schedr-rle a personal, no-obligation tour tocla-v.
. ' -  , - . ' .

. ./riendship /ilase
- ' \r OF CoruNasus
Your Community, Your Likstyle

5 8 O O  F O R E S T  H i L L S  B O U L E V A R D  .  C O L U X 4 B U S ,  O H I O
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w w w .  I l i e  n  d  s h i p v i l l a g e  o h .  c o r n

Friendship ViLlxgc of ColumbLrs is i r  i lot-Jor-prol i l  l i t i  ca.e

ret i remcnt communin'rnanaged Uv ( ' ) f i fe CJrc Scrvic€s LI-C

132)  r  -2999
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